Sample TRC Letter of Recruitment
Fall, 2005
Dear Administrator and Science Teachers:
The Educational Service Center Region 12 is excited to announce this year’s (2005-2006) Regional Science Collaborative for Excellence in Science Teaching program.  The State Collaborative, which has its headquarters at UT Austin, obtains grant money to provide sustained and high-quality professional development based on the Science TEKS and TAKS objectives. All districts as well as private and nonprofit schools in Region 12 are invited to participate. We are, however, limited to 40-50 teachers region wide.

The Benefits to the Science teachers include:

· Sustained and high quality professional development including the TEKS and TAKS objectives;

· Training in cutting-edge technologies(digital cameras, GPS units, data collection devices and graphing calculators);

· Networking with other regional science teachers;

· Positive impact on education within the classroom and district;

· Mentoring of other teachers within the campus or district.

Members of the collaborative are asked to participate in a minimum of 105 professional development credit hours.  As a member, there will be no charge for you to attend any science professional development sessions at Region 12. A commitment from the administrator for release time (about 1 day/month) will be necessary to become a member. Although teachers are neither required nor expected to attend all scheduled workshops and conferences, the state goal of the grant is for teachers to obtain 105 CEU’s over a period of 2 years. The Schedule of events will offer a balance of weekend, summer, and school year-in opportunities.

The main philosophies of this collaborative include:

· Science
Curricular and pedagogical decisions should reflect the goal of scientific literacy for all children.

· Technology
      The use of technologies is an integral part of achieving science literacy.

· Standards       
Reform must be systemic in nature and decisions standards-based. Teachers must be provided with substantial science content in order to achieve the standards.

· Equity
Science is for ALL students.

· Constructivism
      Science education is an active process.

· Authentic Assessment
     Assessment should be aligned with the goal of achieving science literacy.
· Increasing parental and community involvement
      It does take a village to raise a child.

Please discuss the collaborative with your administrator and/or teacher if you are interested in working and learning with the collaborative. Remember the teachers will need 105 hours of professional development. A time line follows. We offer many professional development trainings for teachers to attend. Attendance is not necessary for each workshop. We do, however, need a letter of commitment from each administrator.
A teacher application form and needs assessment is attached. Teachers, please complete the forms and mail or fax your application as soon as possible to Marc Curliss at 254-666-0823. You may also mail them to me to Region 12 ESC, P. O. Box 23409, Waco, TX 76702. If you need additional information please call me at 254-297-1115 or Judy York at 254-297-1130 or email me at mcurliss@esc12.net or jyork@esc12.net.

Sincerely,
Marc Curliss
Science Collaborative Co-Director
Region 12 Educational Service Center
jk
