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PROGRAM
WELCOME

Dr. Joseph Meyinsse
Project Director, LSU/SU Regional Collaborative

GREETINGS AND REMARKS

Dr. Ralph Slaughter
President, Southern University System

Dr. Mwalimu Shujaa
Executive Vice Chancellor & Provost, Southern University

Dr. James McCoy
Vice Provost, Louisiana State University

Dr. Kamil A. Jbeily
Executive Director, Texas Regional Collaboratives, UT Austin

Dr. Frazier Wilson
Manager, Social Investment, Shell Oil Company

Dr. Brenda Nixon
Project Director, LSU/SU Regional Collaborative

Joe Salter
Director of Governmental Affairs, Louisiana Department of Education

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
The Honorable Ben Nevers

Chair, Senate Education Committee, Louisiana State Senate

VOICE OF THE TEACHERS

Sister Marie Noel, Recovery School District, New Orleans
Candace Hawkins, East Baton Rouge Parish, Southern Lab School

HONORING THE TEACHERS EVENT

Louisiana State University/Southern University 
Regional Collaborative

PROJECT DIRECTORS

Dr. Brenda Nixon
Louisiana State University

Dr. Joseph Meyinsse
Southern University
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SPEAKERS

The Honorable Ben Nevers
Chair, Senate Education Committee
Louisiana State Senate

Dr. Ralph Slaughter
President

Southern University System

Dr. Mwalimu Shujaa
Executive Vice Chancellor & Provost 
Southern University-Baton Rouge

“If our country is to be strong, if it is to be what it should be, it will be people like you that will 
make the difference, because your students will be the future leaders, the future scientists and 
mathematicians, the future of this great country.  Tonight, I am very humbled to stand before 
you, and I’ll say that we can accomplish the vision we have set out to accomplish if we all 
work together.”

The Honorable Ben Nevers

“What these wonderful teachers reveal to us is that you are the catalyst for change in our 
educational system.  So much has been said about our system, but what a great way to change 
it by creating this type of collaborative effort in our STEM program, and to honor the work 
that you do.”

Dr. Ralph Slaughter

“There is a proverb that says: “When the student is ready, the teacher will appear,” but 
teachers just don’t appear.  Teachers are developed, and teachers prepare themselves to 
become excellent teachers and mentors.  Thank you on behalf of our children because they 
are our future, and our future is enhanced by the work this Collaborative is doing.”

Dr. Mwalimu Shujaa

Dr. James McCoy
Vice Provost

Louisiana State University

“It’s because of teachers like you who help young people in class understand their potential 
that we have today the best educational system in the world.  I also want to thank Shell for 
helping the people of Louisiana.”

Dr. James McCoy
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SPEAKERS

Dr. Kamil A. Jbeily
Executive Director
Texas Regional Collaboratives

Dr. Frazier Wilson
Manager, Social Investment

Shell Oil Company

“You, the teachers are the key for improving our educational system.  The best investment we make 
in education is in you.  When you close the door, it’s what you know, how well you teach it, your 
passion, your enthusiasm, your commitment to high standards, your believing in your students, your 
honoring your students, that will make a difference in the lives of our future generations.  I want to 
commend you for being teachers and congratulate you on a job well done. ”

Dr. Kamil A. Jbeily

“Education is really the civil right issue of our time because this is where we see a huge gap that 
has not been closed.  It is really important that we support your efforts and your commitment to 
excellence, because what you do is not easy.  You are inspiring your students to take an interest in 
math and science, and pursue careers that are going to drive this country.”

Dr. Frazier Wilson

Sister Marie Noel
Recovery School District
New Orleans

Candace Hawkins
East Baton Rouge Parish 

Southern Lab School

Joe Salter
Director of Governmental Affairs 
Louisiana State Senate

“The critical and logical thinking skills that you impart to your students is essential to their future 
earning and success, and your being here tonight tells me that you are up to the challenge in making 
sure that all the students learn the fundamentals of science and math.  I worked in elementary and 
secondary education for about thirty-three years, and that experience has deepened my profound 
respect for the job that you do, especially since you teach science and math, two of the toughest areas 
to recruit teachers in.”

Joe Salter

Voice of the Teachers
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Demonstrations

(l to r) Dr. Joseph Meyinsse, Dr. Ralph Slaughter,
Dr. Mwalimu Shujaa, and Dr. Kamil A. Jbeily

The Honorable Ben Nevers, Mrs. Nevers, 
and Dr. Brenda Nixon

Dr. Habib Mohamadian, Dean, College of 
Engineering, SU, Janifer Peters, Assistant to 

the Dean, College of Engineering, SU, and
Dr. Frazier Wilson
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Music by
Southern University Jazz Ensemble
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(l to r) Dr. Joseph Meyinsse, Dr. James McCoy, Dr. Ralph Slaughter, 
Dr. Brenda Nixon, Senator Ben Nevers, Dr. Kamil A. Jbeily, 

Dr. Frazier Wilson, and Dr. Mwalimu Shujaa

Honored Teachers and guests

CONGRATULATIONS!



Louisiana Regional Collaboratives

LSU/SU REGIONAL COLLABORATIVE

7

Louisiana State University/Southern University
Regional Collaborative for Excellence in

Science and Mathematics Teaching
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Project MISE
One of the LSU/SU Regional Collaborative activities is the Modeling Inquiry 
Science Education Project (MISE).  This project is designed to facilitate 
learning in physics/physical science (Waves and Light) and mathematics 
(Measurement and Number Sense) using information and knowledge of 
the Laser Interferometer Gravitational Wave Observatory (LIGO) science 
research and hands-on exhibits “snacks,” and the use of technology to ensure 
that participants are familiar with the knowledge of the concepts taught in 
pertinent grade levels.  A key goal of Project MISE is to immerse participating 
in-service and pre-service teachers in inquiry-based teaching and learning 
experiences using LIGO science concepts. 

Southern University and A&M College, Baton Rouge (SUBR) Project MISE 
targets about twenty-five teachers in grades 6-9 each year from districts that 
include:  Avoyelles, East and West Feliciana, East and West Baton Rouge, 
St. Helena, Iberville, Pointe Coupee, Ascension, Central Community School 
District, and the private sector.  Each district is required to send at least five 
participants.  Each team consists of two science teachers, two mathematics 
teachers, and one lead teacher or facilitator from math or science. In addition, 
five SUBR College of Education secondary pre-service teachers are selected 
to participate in the Project. 

The Project consists of a ten day summer professional development 
institute and six follow-up days during the academic year.  The purpose of 
this institute is to provide (1) structured inquiry-based experiences and (2) 
expand teachers’ ability to utilize exhibits and “snacks” in teaching. Project 
MISE has a full-time Site Coordinator. No graduate credit is offered, but 
participants are awarded CLU credits.  Contributing partners are LaSIP, 
LIGO SEC, and the San Francisco Exploratorium.
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Collaborative trip to the Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium on the Gulf Coast

Podcasting Training



Texas Regional Collaboratives for Excellence

in Science and Mathematics Teaching

Center for Science and Mathematics Education, College of Education

The University of Texas at Austin

Physical Address:  1912 Speedway / Sánchez Building, Suite 340

Mailing Address:  1 University Station D5500

Austin, Texas 78712-0377

Tel: 512-471-9400  Fax: 512-471-9244

www.thetrc.org

Project Director at Louisiana State University

Dr. Brenda Nixon
Louisiana State University

222 Prescott Hall

Baton Rouge, LA 70803

Tel: 225-578-4082

Project Director at Southern University

Dr. Joseph Meyinsse
Southern University

P.O. Box 9256

Baton Rouge, LA 70813

Tel: 225-771-5950

Louisiana State University/Southern University
Regional Collaborative

Prepared by

This collection of images is available online at:
http://thetrc.org/trc/download/lsu_su_htt.pdf


