Texas Teacher PD Case Study
The Teacher:
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 Ms. Beatrice Voe is currently a second grade teacher in Texas with three years of primary grade experience.  She recently received news that her teaching assignment will change to 5th grade in the coming academic year.  Bea Voe is somewhat apprehensive about teaching 5th-grade content, especially science.  She has taken coursework in the life sciences, but has actually never taken an earth science class…not even in high school.

After examining the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for 5th grade, Ms. Voe had quite a few questions about the earth and space science standards…particularly #12:
	Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills – Fifth Grade

(12) Science concepts. The student knows that the natural world includes earth materials and objects in the sky. The student is expected to:

(A) 
interpret how land forms are the result of a combination of constructive and destructive forces such as deposition of sediment and weathering;

(B) 
describe processes responsible for the formation of coal, oil, gas, and minerals;

(C) 
identify the physical characteristics of the earth and compare them to the physical characteristics of the moon; and

(D) 
identify gravity as the force that keeps planets in orbit around the sun and the moon in orbit around the earth.




The Challenge:

Through the TRC partnerships, Ms. Voe has been provided with access to the NSTA Learning Center and its tools and resources.  In fact, as a member of this partnership she is being asked to use the NSTA PD Plan and Portfolio Tool to create a personal PD plan in which she must complete a minimum of one SciPack.  She will be awarded 10 hours of PD credit for completing the SciPack, as well as another 10 hours for completing a PD Plan and Portfolio document.  
BUT she is required to complete a total of 105 PD hours per year, and she would like to spend her time learning more about earth science using the resources available to her through the NSTA Learning Center.  
How might Ms. Voe, a soon-to-be 5th grade teacher, use the NSTA PD tools, resources and opportunities to prepare for the new science teaching responsibilities?  Browse the available NSTA resources and add those resources you believe Bea Voe might choose to experience throughout the school year.  You might want to create collections that reflect categories of resources that would be useful for her (i.e. a collection named “Lesson Plan resources,” Earth and Space Science Content,” “Meteorology,” etc.).
Once you add resources to My Library, select your favorite resource and share it with the following colleague:

_________________________________________

NSTA Learning Center Tools
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My Library

The NSTA Learning Center’s My Library tool is designed to help you organize all your Learning Center resources, including articles, book chapters, science objects and SciGuides. These resources may be sorted and further subdivided into smaller personalized libraries that may be shared with other educators desired.
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My PD Indexer

The Professional Development Indexer helps you diagnose your needs in specific content areas and provide suggestions of NSTA resources and opportunities you may want to consider as you plan your professional development experiences!
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My PD Plan & Portfolio

My Professional Development Planning & Portfolio (PDPP) tool encourages you to reflect upon your professional needs, identify your own PD goals, and map out the actions and evidence you will collect to indicate you have accomplished your goals.  Reports can be generated at any time so you can communicate your PD successes with others.  
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My Transcript

My Transcript allows you access your records of participation in a variety of NSTA-sponsored PD events, such as conference sessions or successful SciPack completion.  Your transcripts can be included in your PD Portfolio!
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My Calendar
My Calendar helps you manage those professional development resources and events that are time sensitive (conferences, submission deadlines) and may have a fixed duration (i.e. subscription renewals expiration dates). Many of the entries in your calendar are automatically included when you sign up for NSTA events or include items in your library.
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My Note Pad

My Notepad is designed to let you create personalized notes for any product or resource within your library.   You can collect and sort your notes in a variety of ways to maximize their effectiveness.


NSTA Learning Center Resources and Opportunities
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	SciPacks are 5-10 hour online learning experiences designed to help teachers better understand the science content they teach. SciPacks contain 3-5 engaging science objects that provide simulations, interactice quizzes, email content wizard support, pedagogical implications, and the opportunity to pass a final assessment to demonstrate content knowledge.
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	Science Objects are discrete 1-2 hour online learning experiences designed to help teachers better understand the science content they teach. Each science object provides engaging simulations and embedded questions to facilitate the learning of specifc science outcomes.
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	SciGuides contain high quality web resources to help teachers integrate the Internet into their teaching. Each guide contains preselected and standards-aligned web-accessible resources, lesson plans, teacher vignettes, and samples of student work.
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	NSTA Web Seminars are 90-minute, live professional development experiences that use online learning technologies to allow participants to interact with nationally acclaimed experts, NSTA Press authors, and scientists, engineers, and education specialists from NSTA partner organizations. 

	Journal

Articles
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	NSTA's award-winning, peer-reviewed journals are geared to the specific needs of science teachers at every level. Teachers can read about the latest teaching strategies or find a new activity to use in future classroom experiences.

	eBooks & eBook Chapters
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	Many NSTA Press® books and book chapters are provided in electronic format, providing a variety of high-quality science-teaching resources: just-in-time activities; in-depth background; suggestions on how to integrate the National Science Education Standards into instruction; and the latest in science instruction research.




















